Leeds Historical Society
April 2012
"Preserving the Cornerstones

of Our Past"

Carl Marbury named Citizen of the Year
Carl Marbury, Leeds native and past president of the Leeds Historical Society, was named Citizen of the Year at the Leeds Area Chamber of Commerce annual banquet on Friday, January 27.
He received this prestigious award for his efforts for the betterment of the city of Leeds, his
boundless energy and his commitment to making
Leeds an Alabama City of Excellence. A community
leader, Marbury serves as executive director of the
Robert R. Moton Center Educational Foundation, a
board member of the Mid-South Chapter of the Railway and Locomotive Historical Society, chairman of
the Jefferson County Historical Commission and a
member of the board of directors of Habitat for Humanity of Greater Birmingham.
He said it had always been his intention throughout his life to return to Leeds, where
his family had long-standing roots. His grandfather, Ciscero Davis and his grandmother
Melissa Hood Davis were the first African-American settlers in Leeds.
"What a wonderful gift coming from the people of our wonderful hometown," Marbury said. "I love Leeds. It's a special place. It's heartwarming to be a part of such a great
city with so many wonderful people. Thank you."
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April 20-21 Spring Yard Sale planned
The Leeds Historical Society is holding a spring yard sale at the Bass House on Friday,
April 20, and Saturday, April 21. Members are asked to bring items for the sale to the Bass
House prior to April 20 and leave the items on the back porch or call Frank Little at
515-0035 for pickup. All proceeds from the yard sale will fund projects of the Leeds Historical Society.

Page 1

•................................................................................................... ~
·
.
~
From Frank Little, chairman of the board
~
·_ ..........................................••......................•••...............................
.
If you haven't been by the Rowan House lately, you are missing a treat. Thanks to
an anonymous donor, the house, the carriage house and the pergola have a fresh coat of
paint. Rentals were a bit slow this winter, but, with better weather now, rental activity is
increasing.
Thanks to President Jeff Falletta for a job well done in securing full funding for
needed repairs at the Depot. The -city of Leeds has agreed to pay for a fresh coat of paint
for the building's exterior, for the replacement of both French doors that lead to the deck,
and for the repair of the deck itself. Please contact your city council representative and
the mayor to thank them for their assistance.
The board of directors was honored to have city councilwoman Susan Carswell
attend our February board meeting. She answered several questions concerning the city,
and board members shared the society's long-term goals with her. She joined the society
and offered her help in the future.
_
Congratulations to Billie Ann Faulkner, who has agreed to help find speakers for
our future meetings. She has done a super job with the NOAH Group at Leeds First Baptist
Church, and we look forward to her assistance .
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The Board of Directors has decided to breathe new life into an old project of the society. We have decided to explore the refurbishment of the society's stagecoach to make it
a fully functional horse-drawn stagecoach.
We plan to use the stagecoach to represent the society at civic events, such as the
Creek Bank Festival, the Leeds Downtown Folk Festival and John Henry Celebration, the
Christmas Parade, the Homecoming Parade and other special occasions in Leeds. The
stagecoach also would be used to represent Leeds at civic events elsewhere in our region.
A refurbished stagecoach can help accomplish several things for the society. For
example, the novelty of live horses and an operating stagecoach can be an attraction for
children and their parents, helping to get local residents interested in the history of our
area and, becoming a part of our society's work.
Also, the stagecoach can provide a living re-enactment of pioneer travel in our area.
It will show the slow pace of life and the difficulty of travel on the Ashville to Montevallo
Stagecoach Route.
We are hopeful that the stagecoach will become a more active symbol of the society' highlighting our community involvement, promoting our name and showing us having fun! We are excited to bring this part of our heritage back to life to introduce Leeds'
history to a new generation.
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Loretta Veasey speaks at February meeting
Vice President Loretta Veasey spoke about the history of
Rowan Oaks Historic Home at the Feb. 12 meeting of the Leeds
Historical Society. The meeting was held at Rowan Oaks at 1900
Montevallo Road in Leeds.
In addition to speaking about the house and answering
questions from those in attendance, Veasey played an audio recording about the home, which was recorded by the late Edward
Lee Goodson, a direct descendent of pioneer settlers Thomas
and Margaret Rowan. The house is named for Thomas, who built
the original dwelling (circa 1854) that probably forms the core
of the two northeast rooms of the existing structure. Additional
rooms were added later, and the existing structure dates back to
1904.
The Leeds Historical Society renovated Rowan Oaks and
dedicated it on April 22, 2000, to be used for meetings, weddings
and other special events. The house is on the register of the [efferson County Historical Preservation Commission with Alabama Landmarks Heritage. The
Leeds Historical Society has erected a state historic marker at the site.

Speakers scheduled for future meetings
Beginning this month, the Leeds Historical Society is hosting a special series of meetings
featuring presentations about the history of seven of our city's churches. The series kicks off on
Sunday, April 15, with a presentation from Jack Courson, who will speak about the history of
Leeds First Baptist Church. The meeting will begin at 2 p.m. at the Leeds Historic Depot.
Courson, a native of Cook Springs, served Leeds as a city councilman for two years, beginning in 1966, and served as mayor for three terms. He served on the board of the Leeds Water
Works and was chairman of that board for two years. Courson also chaired the Leeds Public
Education Building Authority. A former president of the Leeds Historical Society, he helped restore Rowan Oaks Historic Home and the Bass House Museum. He was named the Leeds Area
Chamber of Commerce Citizen ofthe Year for 2009.
Other meetings in our special series about church histories are scheduled as follows:
• June 10: History of the Leeds Presbyterian Church by Mary Ann Mosley
• October 14: History of the First United Methodist Church by Lena Blair
• February 10,2013: History of St. Theresa Catholic Church by Betty White
• April 14, 2013: History ofMt. Hebron Baptist Church by Martha Smith.

EDITOR'S NOTE: Our August 12 meeting will feature a special presentation

from S. Jonathan
Bass, a noted historian, professor at Samford University and direct descendant of Jonathan
Washington Bass, who built the Bass House. The meeting will take place at 2 p.m. at the Bass
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Thanks to donors during 2011
• Castalia Literary Club of Leeds
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•

•

Delta Theta Chapter of Delta Kappa
Gamma
Ken L. and Lois Farmer
Gail McDonough Gaines
Greystone Garden Club
Pat and Tom Hall
Frank and Margaret Little
Patricia McDonough
Mary Evelyn Mitchell

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

David and Arlene Moore
Freddie W. Price
Don and Sally Thomas
Rex and Loretta Veasey
Wal-Mart
Sherry Whisenhunt
Gary and Sheila Whitfield
Woman's Literary Club of Leeds
A donor who wishes to remain
anonymous

News briefs
Jeff Falletta, president ofthe Leeds Historical Society, has been named chairman of
the 2012 Leeds Downtown Folk Festival and John Henry Celebration, which is held annually in September.
The Bass House Museum at 1129 Montevallo Road will be open for tours on Sundays only from 1 to 4 p.m. Group tours are available by appointment and can be arranged
by calling Dell Harding Smith at 699-6755. The museum will be closed on Thanksgiving
Day, Christmas Day and New Years Day.
Welcome new members: Shay Herring Clanton, Susan Carswell and DeWitt Self.

Need a facility for your event?
The Leeds Historical Society has facilities available for events such as weddings, receptions, parties, teas and reunions. Choose from the Historic Depot in downtown Leeds
at 8335 Thornton Avenue and Rowan Oaks Historic Home at 1900 Montevallo Road for
your next event.
Call Margaret Little at 205-699-1010 for information about renting the Depot. Call
Loretta Veasey at 205-699-8253 to inquire about rentals of Rowan Oaks. Proceeds from
the rentals help support Leeds Historical Society projects.
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